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About TOEFL® iBT Test Scores
Score Scales
Since the TOEFL® test is changing signifi cantly, the score scale is also changing. Scores from the 
TOEFL Internet-based test (iBT) provide information about performance in the four skill areas:

Listening  0–30
Reading  0–30
Speaking  0–30
Writing  0–30
Total Score  0–120

The total score is the sum of the four skill scores.

Rating of Speaking and Writing Responses
Speaking

The responses to all Speaking tasks are digitally recorded and sent to ETS’s Online Scoring 
 Network. The responses from each test taker are scored by at least three different human raters. 
In addition, some of the tasks are scored by two raters in order to check the reliability of the 
 ratings. The response for each task is rated on a scale of 0 to 4 according to the standards (rubrics). 
The average of all six ratings is converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30. (See the following rubric 
charts and score conversion table.)

Raters evaluate the test taker’s ability in topic development, delivery, and language use. For topic 
development, raters consider whether the test taker has addressed the task and conveyed relevant 
information. They also consider whether the test taker has effectively synthesized and summarized 
the information in the integrated tasks. Raters evaluate if the delivery of the response is clear and 
smooth, and whether the delivery is consistent throughout the response for overall intelligibility. 
Lastly, raters evaluate the range and accuracy of the test taker’s vocabulary and grammar.

Writing

The responses to all Writing tasks are sent to ETS’s Online Scoring Network. Each task is rated by 
two human raters on a score scale of 0 to 5 according to the standards (rubrics). If the two ratings 
 differ by more than one point, a third rater evaluates the response and resolves the score. The 
 average of the scores on the two writing tasks is converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30. (See the 
 following rubric charts and score conversion table.)

The response to the integrated writing task is scored on the quality of writing (organization, 
 appropriate and precise use of grammar and vocabulary) and the completeness and accuracy of the 
content. The independent writing essay is scored on the overall quality of the writing: development, 
organization, and appropriate and precise use of grammar and vocabulary.
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Speaking Rubrics
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TOEFL iBT Test—INTEGRATED
Writing Rubrics
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Converting Rubric Scores to Scaled Scores for the
Writing and Speaking Sections of the TOEFL iBT Test

Writing
Rubic Mean Scaled Score

Speaking
Rubric Mean Scaled Score

5.00 30 4.00 30

4.75 29 3.83 29

4.50 28 3.66 28

4.25 27 3.50 27

4.00 25 3.33 26

3.75 24 3.16 24

3.50 22 3.00 23

3.25 21 2.83 22

3.00 20 2.66 20

2.75 18 2.50 19

2.50 17 2.33 18

2.25 15 2.16 17

2.00 14 2.00 15

1.75 12 1.83 14

1.50 11 1.66 13

1.25 10 1.50 11

1.00 8 1.33 10

7 1.16 9

5 1.00 8

4 6

0 5

4

3

2

1

0

Note: Performance on the Speaking and Writing sections of the TOEFL iBT test is evaluated 
based on scoring rubrics of 0 to 5 for each of the two Writing tasks and 0 to 4 for each of the six 
Speaking tasks. The tables above show how the mean rubric scores of the two Writing tasks and 
the mean rubric score of the six Speaking tasks are converted to a scaled score of 0 to 30.

Copyright © 2005 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved.
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Setting Score Requirements
Each institution that recognises the TOEFL test decides what scores are acceptable for its applicants. 
ETS supports these institutions by offering assistance in setting score requirements. The two most 
common ways for institutions to set minimum TOEFL iBT score requirements are

• to use the score comparison tables

• to engage in an ETS-designed process of “standard setting”

Using Score Comparison Tables
The TOEFL® score comparison tables (see pages 11–15) show the relationship between the new 
TOEFL iBT scores and the scores from the computer-based (CBT) and paper-based (PBT) versions 
of the TOEFL test. Institutions may choose to set TOEFL iBT scores that are comparable to the CBT 
and PBT for the total score, and for the Reading, Writing and Listening sections. Because the Speaking 
section is new, it cannot be compared to previous TOEFL tests. ETS recommends that Speaking 
scores be set through a standard-setting study.

Standard-Setting Studies
In the standard-setting process, institutions set scores after reviewing each test section and sample 
responses at different score levels. Each school convenes a panel of faculty and staff, and the panel 
sets recommended scores for either the graduate or undergraduate level.

For each test section (Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening) panellists discuss and come to a 
consensus on the skills that a minimally qualifi ed fi rst-year student would need to succeed at that 
institution. Then they look at individual test questions and determine whether a minimally qualifi ed 
student would respond correctly or, in the case of constructed-response tasks, what level of response 
demonstrates suffi cient skill.

Score Recommendations and Requirements
With that information, the panel makes score recommendations for each of the four sections. The 
section scores are not scaled against one another because each section assesses different skills. For 
example, a score of 20 in the Listening section cannot be considered equivalent to a score of 20 in 
the Reading section. The panel does not recommend a total score.

Panel recommendations are forwarded to the individual or group responsible at each institution 
for setting fi nal score requirements. When making the decision to set the fi nal score, institutions 
consider several factors, such as how a particular score requirement would affect the number of 
eligible applicants, how much support the university could give to students with weak English skills, 
or what kinds of academic tasks will be required of students.

Some institutions may choose to use the standard-setting process for the Speaking and Writing sections 
only, and then use the score comparison tables to set standards for the Reading and Listening sections.
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TOEFL iBT Score Requirements at Selected Institutions
Several institutions have set their TOEFL iBT score requirements. The scores represent the 
required level of profi ciency for admission without additional compensatory English courses. 

A current list of institutions that have reported their score requirements to ETS can be viewed at 
www.ets.org/toefl /setscores.html. For more specifi c score requirements and admission criteria, 
contact the institution directly or view its Web site.

Institutions that have set their scores include:

• Auburn University

• Austin Community College 

• Boston University

• Clarkson University

• Howard Community College

• Lehigh University

• Medgar Evers College, The City 
University of New York

• Michigan State University

• National American University

• Northern Arizona University

• Ohio State University

• Pennsylvania State University

• Pepperdine University

• Purdue University

• Queen’s University

• Simon Fraser University

• The University of the Arts

• University of British Columbia

• University of Denver

• University of Minnesota 

• University of Missouri-Rolla

• University of Texas at Austin 

• University of Texas at San Antonio

• University of Toronto 

• Western Wyoming Community College

• Wheaton College 
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Common European Framework

TOEFL scores have been mapped to the Council of Europe’s Common European Framework of 
 Reference for Languages (CEF), which describes profi ciency in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing in an internationally comparable manner. The CEF is used by learners, teachers, curriculum 
designers and testing organizations to coordinate efforts in promoting language competence.

An ETS standard-setting study recommended scores from the TOEFL® paper-based test (PBT) that 
corresponded with the B1 and C1 levels on the CEF. Although the TOEFL® computer-based test 
(CBT) was not included in the study, the TOEFL® CBT scores in the table are comparable to the 
scores panelists recommended for the paper-based test.

ETS Test and Test Section Score Scale 
Range

B1 Minimum 
Score

C1 Minimum 
Score

TOEFL PBT Total 310 – 677 457 560

TOEFL PBT Listening 31 – 68 46 56

TOEFL PBT Reading 31 – 67 46 56

TOEFL PBT Structure 31 – 68 45 56

TOEFL CBT Total     0 – 300 137 220

TOEFL CBT Listening   0 – 30 12 22

TOEFL CBT Reading   0 – 30 13 22

TOEFL CBT Structure   0 – 30 14 23

Test of Written English*    0 – 6.0 4.5 5.5

*The Test of Written English™ is reported in 0.5-point increments.

A standard-setting study for TOEFL iBT will be conducted in mid-2006. 

Conduct a Standard-Setting Panel
Universities and other score users who want to conduct a standard-setting panel can order a free 
copy of the ETS® CD-ROM, “Standard Setting Materials for the Internet-Based TOEFL® Test,” 
by sending an e-mail to TOEFLnews@ets.org or by calling the TOEFL iBT Help Line at 
+1-609-683-2008. Please provide your name, title, institution and mailing address.
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Use of Test Scores
Institutions that have set their scores need to ensure that test-score data are used appropriately. 
ETS has developed the following guidelines to help institutions use TOEFL scores reasonably and 
effectively:

• Base the evaluation of an applicant’s readiness to begin academic work on all available relevant 
information, not solely on TOEFL test scores.

• Do not use rigid cut scores to evaluate applicants’ performance on the TOEFL test.

• Take section scores, as well as total scores, into account.

• Consider the kinds of English-profi ciency levels required in various fi elds and levels of study.

• Consider the resources available at your institution for improving the English-language skills of 
nonnative speakers.

• Do not use TOEFL scores to predict academic performance.

• Validate your institution’s TOEFL score requirements and review them periodically.



Visit www.ets.org/toefl 50.html for 
the latest information about the TOEFL test.
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